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Garden Grove has :
‘conmdered one before 1
‘when it wasin worse

financial shape. Officials
concede the obstacles -

would be cons1derable. ,
By DavE MCKIBBEN

'szesStqffWriter ..

Here we go again.. Garden

Grove, perenniallyin the gameto

boost its troubled finances, is
again talking to an Indian tribe

about bringing a Las Vegas-style
casino to a downtown dxstnet a

few miles from Dlsneyland
1t is the second time Garden

Grove has entertained notions of
bnngmg what would be Orange .
County’s first gamb]mg casinoto

the city. Three years ago, City offi-
cials met with a different Indian

tribe and Las Vegas heavywelght

‘Steve Wynn about bulldmg aca-
sino-hotel on Harbor Boulevard ,
But the deal soured. o
During a City Council meet-
ing Tuesday, Garden Grove offi-
cials reported that they were
now in discussions with the Ga-
brleli'no-Tongva Tribe.

Gabrielino representatrvesk

approached Garden Grove offi-
cials last month about a casino
on a 40-acre Harbor Boulevard
parcel and then discussed the
project at City Hall with Council-
men Mark Rosen and Steve
Jones, City Manager Matthew J.
Fertal and Greg Blodgett, a city

econormc development drrec-f

tor.

posal, Gabrielino officials  de-
scribed it ’I‘hursday as a rosy

deal for the city. The tribe, Ga-

brielino leaders said, would pay
the city $100 million for infra-
structure improvements and $70
million a year for the next 30

years, based on a portion of the

projected slot machine revenue.
Linda Candelaria, a tribal

councilwoman, said the develop-
‘ment would be ‘similar to the

Bellagio in Las Vegas, with 2,500

slot maechines, an amphltheater -

restaurants and shops.

~ Although crty oﬁ‘rclals weren’t
presented with a specific. pro-
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- But the city — in its'quest for
revenue and ourxsm has pur-.

11
b |

long tlme frame, a lot of layers of,

approvals and a. lot of pubhc in-

casmo pI’Q] ject in the c1ty because&
of overwhelmmg obstacles asso-

fc1ated thh acqulrmg land for a
casino.,

The process mvolves comph—
cated land transfers among crty,
tri

provals

_ In addition, Dlsneyland offi-

cials have opposed a casino, say-
mg such a pro;ect would run

-

well as federal and state ap-~

| counter to the park’s busmess 1
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casino site )
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providing family entertamment

And last year, Anaheim voted to
. outlaw gamblmg in the city,

move desrgned inparttosenda- =

message to its nelghbors m G

den Grove. -
The notion of a casino ha

~ long intrigued Garden Grove of-

ficials, who have searched inv

- for a project that will draw
- tors to the Central Or

County city.

- The city’s fmancral s1tuat10*
isnot as desperate as it was ;
years ago, when there were pro-
Jected budget. def1c1ts of $11 mil
hon .

In fact, for the first time in.
years Fertal said, the mty hasa

budget surplus

But in a town that typmally

© near the bottom of the county in'
~taxrevenue, city officials are con:

stantly searching for a long-term o
financial solution. -

“We’re never gomg to s
51gn1ﬁcant boost in revenues un
less we get somethmg vmth a
of pop toit,” Fertal said. -
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5 proposal to Garden Grovek 'y the
: cﬂ;ys deadhne of July 3l .
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